
 

  

IMPACIM: Integrating Family Migrants Roundtable 

THURSDAY 31ST
 OCTOBER 2013 

LUXEMBOURG ROOM, EUROCITIES, SQUARE DE MEEÛS 1, 1000, BRUSSELS 3.30PM-5.30PM 

The Oxford University’s Centre for Migration Policy and Society (COMPAS), in collaboration with the 
Migration Policy Institute Europe, is pleased to invite you to a roundtable to discuss the integration of 
family migrants across Europe. The integration of family migrants is high on the political agenda, yet little 
attention has been paid to the ways in which post-admission policies that restrict immigrant access to 
services and welfare support, affect integration. At this roundtable, leading researchers will present the 
results of an 18 month study into this topic and assess the policy implications for national governments and 
European bodies. 

The IMPACIM project has mapped the various restrictions and entitlements to public services and benefits 
for family migrants in Germany, the Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom. The partnership of four 
European research institutions explored access and restrictions to the labour market, healthcare, 
education, welfare benefits, social housing and political participation. Experts will present their findings, 
based on both qualitative and quantitative research, comparing the policy approaches in the four European 
countries, as well as the impacts of these entitlements or restrictions on family migrants’ integration. 

This event in Brussels will  offer an opportunity to consider the implications of the findings for EU policy and 
guidance on integration and reflect on how government policies might respond. In particular, the study 
suggests that European and national integration policy-makers need to take account of the impact and 
proportionality of restrictions attached to entry, and whether they meet their goal. The evidence shows 
that, in some countries, restrictions may unintentionally limit migrant integration. Equally, in cases where 
access is granted to services and benefits, findings suggest that poor implementation of rights impedes 
integration.  

The discussion will be led by Dr Caroline Oliver and Dr Sarah Spencer from the Centre for Migration, Policy 
and Society (COMPAS), University of Oxford,  with contributions from Dr Hiranthi Jayaweera, COMPAS, 
Professor Friedrich Heckmann, European Forum for Migration Studies (efms), Bamberg, Dr Peter Scholten, 
Erasmus University, Rotterdam, and Elisa Brey, University Complutense, Madrid. Respondents will include 
experts and practitioners in immigrant integration policy. 
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